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ROODEPOORT CHAMBER
The Roodepoort Chamber [of Commerce] wants an end to the
practice of Indians holding land in the names of whites. Indians [it
thinks] should be sent to Locations and the municipalities should have
the power to refuse them licences. The Chamber has addressed a
long letter to General Smuts to place this demand before him. The
South African whites will allow Indians no rest. They are bent on
keeping us on our mettle all the time. This, I think, is excellent
training [for us]. We shall discover that, if we do not fear our enemy
and do not show temper with him, he becomes our friend, for he then
serves us like one. Our vigilance will serve India well If we do
become vigilant, that will be thanks to the likes of Roodepoort whites.
NEW ANTI-INDIAN PARTY
A new party called the South Africa Forward Party has been
formed in Johannesburg. It has published its manifesto. Its object
is [to secure] the reservation of South Africa exclusively for white settlers.
With that end in view, it has proposed the political and territorial segre-
gation of Coloured persons. It also wants that they should never be
given the franchise, that their immigration into South Africa should be
prohibited altogether and that those who are already there be progres-
sively driven out. There is no reason to expect that this party can
achieve anything. All the same, persons with such ideas carry on a
campaign against Coloured persons. We have to exert ourselves
far more vigorously than they do if we are to retain our foothold in
South Africa.
LIMIT OF SELFISHNESS
While on the one hand, the whites demand the expulsion of
Indians from South Africa, on the other, they also want to exploit
Indians as much as they can. Mr. Wall, the Chief Engineer of Railways
in the Transvaal, thinks that the Transvaal has a surplus of coal and
suggests that it be dumped on India. It does not occur to him that,
if any such attempt is made, the Indians may want to put forward
their own terms. He assumes that Indians are cowards who can do
nothing, as though they were born only to carry the burdens of others.
WICKED CIVILIZATION
Australia has recently furnished a wicked instance of the extreme
selfishness that I mentioned earlier, There, they are after the Chinese.
Chinese sometimes manage to stow away to Australia. A ship is
life a small settlement. It is often difficult to find a person [hiding]
in the hold. To ensure that no one remains undetected, the Australian